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The “old” post headquarters was used as such until
1989 when the new installation HQ and Engineer
School building was completed (below). Today, the
MANSCEN HQ occupies that building , with newer
seperate but interconnected facilities for the Engineer,
Military Police and Chemical Schools. Those in train-
ing come from all military services, and that gives the
post a completely different “look” than it once had.

Information for portions of this historical overview were
obtained from an original 2008 article, “History of Fort Leonard
Wood'; written by Dr. Larry Roberts, the Historian of the Army

Engineer School.
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Looking back in time to 1941, Fort Leonard
Wood has been a temporary home for hundreds
of thousands of men and women training for
the military. Many veterans will recall scenes
such as those on the left page. Today, there

are remnants left from those early days in the
form of Gammon Field where many still “pass
in review” Also, the installation’s wonderful
museum complex maintains numerous original
WWII and Vietnam era wooden buildings such
as those above, all open to the public.
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The primary mission at Fort Leonard Wood has always been focused on training men and women for the military. Over the
years that mission has evolved to such that today all services are represented. Housing those individuals while in training

has also evolved significantly. From WWII era wooden barracks, to1960s style multi-story brick structures, to renovations of
existing structures, and most significantly to the present-day construction of multi-purpose “starship” (as they are referred to)
barracks and headquarters complexes. Looking from above upon such a complex, one sees an L-shaped barracks and com-
pany headquarters building located at each corner of a square, with a large open training area in the center, complete with a
somewhat cushioned red-colored running track and cushioned exercise area surfaced with composite rubber materials. Each
building has a wide open area underneath, so as to facilitate outside training during inclement weather. One of the biggest
changes, however, involves how single, enlisted permanent party Soldiers assigned to the installation are housed today. Only
a year ago they were housed in 1980s style dormitory-type buildings located in the Specker Barracks area of the post. Today,
individuals in training from other services are housed in those facilities (photo bottom right with an Air Force flag flying). The
installation’s enlisted permanent party now live in community neighborhood-style housing—looking more like family quar-
ters than single Soldier housing (bottom right photo).
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Facilities to house and support the Army’s Engineer, Military Police and Chemical Schools are not only impressive in their design,

but in function as well. Fort Leonard Wood has additional training programs with equally outstanding new facilities such as for
transportation and equipment operation and repair that involve all military services. Guiding all these complex operations is the role
of the Maneuver Support Center, with headquarters in the building in the bottom right photograph.
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FLW / fanly commundy

Were it not for the “military” environment, it would be hard
to tell the difference between Fort Leonard Wood and any
mid-size family community in America. New shopping ar-
eas are all over the installation, new and renovated family
housing exists and more is planned, recreational areas for
servicemen and women and their families are abundant,
and medical / dental facilities are superb—including on-
going construction of a new primary care clinic adjacent
to the main hospital. Anyone who served at Fort Leonard
Wood even just a few years ago would be astounded at all
the improvements that have been made. EXCELLENCE IS
EVERYWHERE YOU LOOK! AE
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